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"And that yor Petr is now informed that yr Maty
hath been graciously pleased to order the paying of a
certaine proportion to all his said late Mat-Y's Servants,
for supplying of their present necessitys.

" Tor Petr therefore doth most humbly pray yor Maty
graciously to be pleased in commiseration of her sad
condition, and of her great age (being now above 72 years
old) to commande that her name be inserted in the List
of those of his Mat3 's Servants, whom yor Maty intends
now to be relieved: Or else to give order that she may
have a present reliefe, and that a Pension bee given
her yearly for her subsistence as yor Maty shall think
fitt, the same to be deducted out of the said Surnnie of
3000li due, as aforesaid, to her said late husband.

"And yor Petr will ever pray as in duty bound," &c.

Unfortunately the petition is undated, but we may,
I think, assume that the calendarer is correct in cata-
loguing it to the early Eestoration period, and its exact
date is immaterial, the reference to Sir Edward Nicholas
rendering it likely that it was put forth before August,
1662, when he retired from office.107 That which is far
more regrettable is that I personally have been unable
to discover in the State Papers any response proving
that the widow's claims were admitted, but the late
Mr. Wroth, a thoroughly reliable authority, in his
article on Briot in the Dictionary of National Biography,
says that Esther's name " was one of those, which were
ordered to be placed on the list for relieving the servants
of Charles I."108

107                                   This petition is calendared in abstract in the State Papers
Domestic, 1661-1662, p. 383, amongst a number of miscellaneous
petitions, mostly of May, 1662.

108                                    Mr. Forrer, in bis Dictionary of Medallists, also assumes that the